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' Characters 


Nanami Takahashi Motoharu Yano 


Yano's high school classmate A 21-year-old college Nanami’s boyfriend. His 
in Tokyo. She meets Nanami student in Tokyo. girlfriend Nana-san died. 
five years later by coincidence. She's earnest but a bit 


forgetful at times. 


It has been four years since Yano went missing. 
Although Nanami still loves Yano, she has agreed to 
start going out with Takeuchi. But Takeuchi has now 

confessed to Nanami that he saw Yano three years 


ago. Yano’s life in Tokyo is slowly revealed... 
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wwSURE IS 
TIRING. STAND- | 
ING ALL 


Agile 
y “Mage | 


¢ 


th. 


a 
UO Wipenn 


Re 


YANO STARTED A PART-TIME JOB LAST WEEK. 


HE WORKS SIX HOURS AT A KARAOKE SHOP THREE TIMES A WEEK. 


HE TAKES ane LAST TRAIN HOME. 


IT’S SO HE CAN GO SEE TAKAHASHI... 


| 


\/ 


Ae 
A PRES- x 
PRESENT ENT? 
FOR 
WHITE 
DAY? 
YOU DON'T | SHOULD 
NEED TO GET : HAVE 
ANYTHING ENOUGH 
EXPENSIVE. BY 
JUST SPEND WHAT GOLDEN f§ 
ANY HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT ae 


WOULD. 


PHONE 
BILLS... 


Zz 


Ps 


AND YOU 


HAVEN'T DONE YOUR 
HOMEWORK AGAIN, 
PLUS YOU'RE COPYING 
call me AMY MINE THIS VERY 
ola Lady) MINUTE. 
or whatever = 
put... | = 


GET INTO J 
\ UNIVERSITY 


j 


SENGENJI, 
wy YOU WANT 
TOGOTO 
wl/LL HAVE J peas 
TOGOTOA \ Aigie 
UNIVERSITY IN 
SAPPORO. 
SO WHAT ; 
SHOULD | DO, PE 


YEAH? 


> FINE... 


YOU'RE 
TRYING TO gur.., 
GET INTO K 
UNIVERSITY, 
AREN'T 
you? 


| 
oa 


HAVING A 
| PART-TIME 
JOBIS 


BUT 
SHOULON’T 
YOU START 

WORKING ON 
GETTING 
INTO K 
L \ UNIVERSITY? 


YOU'RE 
USING “YEAH” 
THE WRONG h 
WAY, YOU 


AND IT ISN'T 
EASY TO GET 
ADMITTED TO 
J UNIVERSITY, 


LOOKS LIKE | 
ITLL BE 
SAPPORO FOR 
YOU, YEAH? 


TO TELL YOU 
THE TRUTH, 
WHAT YOU SAID 
TO ME REALLY 
SPURRED ME 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
“DON’T 
REGRET. 
DO EVERY- 
THING YOU 
CAN WHILE 
YOU STILL 


THAT'S 
WHAT | 
THINK IT 
MEANS... 


HAVE AHAPPY | 
HEART, YOU 


ABLE TO 
ACCEPT THE 
FUTURE, 
WHATEVER 
IT MAY BE.” 


wal 

THOUGHT. 
THEY 

cme WEREN'T 


/ BUTHE 


4, ACCEPTED 
“_eeTHEM 

..A MUCH AND GAVE 
DEEPER THEM... 


MEANING 


YANO’S 
SINCERITY 
IS REALLY 
BEGINNING || 
TO AFFECT || 
ME NOW. 


DAMN 


?’M NOT 
HAPPY 
ALL... 


NO WAY! 
YOU HAVE 
TO WEAR 


THERE 
ARE TIMES : 
WHEN SHE Fs 

JUST : 
SLEEPS 
AT THE 
OFFICE. 


But that's 
why ican: 
the SHE'S 
| parttime) = BEEN 
without |) WORKING 


USE YOUR toe | : 
PLACE TO (ue Pps YOUR 
BRING | > mae Mom's 


GIRLS. 
é it DAYS. 


IT'S JUST 
| HAVEN'T 
ASKED HER 
OUT YET. 


+.BUT YOU You 
CAN STILL DON'T 
SLEEP EVEN HAVE 
AROUND WITH THE GUTS 
RANDOM TO ASK 
GIRLS? OUT THE 
GIRL YOU 
LIKE... 


"Mm 
WAITING 
FOR MY 
CHANCE. 


YOU 
MAY NOT 
UNDER- 
STAND 
WHAT I’M [77 
SAYING, | 
BUT... 


SHE'S THE GIRL 

THAT | LIKE WILL 

KINDOF b= ho PROBABLY 

GIRL, YOU - ONLY GO 

SEE. py THAT OUT WITH 

vey) SHE'S  somEBODY... 

HUH? ; UZ) FALLEN 
UH... ~— WZ \NLOVE 


WITH. 


SHE'S 
ABIT 
DENSE 
ABOUT 
RELATION- 


SHIPS AND | © 


STUFF... 


BUT 
SHE'S A 
NICE GIRL, 
RIGHT? 


SHE CAN 
BE TOO 
4, OVER-CON- 


SHE'S GOT 
THE LOOKS, THE 
BRAINS, AND HAS 

BEEN BROUGHT UP 
IN AWELL-TO-DO 
FAMILY, SO SHE 
DOESN'T KNOW 
WHAT IT MEANS TO 
BE HUNGRY FOR 
THINGS LIKE 


ANDO SHE'S 
THE FIRST 
GIRL WHO HAS 


PREACHED AT & 


ME SINCE 
\ TAKAHASHI. 


| NEVER 
SAID IT WAS 
SENGENII, 


SAID | WAS 
TALKING f 


WHAT MADE 
YOU FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 

TAKAHASHI? 


IN AWAY 


SHE LOOKS 


THAT | YOUNG BUT 
COULD SHE ACTS 
LIKE AN OLD 
NEVER BE. WOMAN. 


THE FIRST 


. TIME | SAW 
oe HER, | 
THOUGHT, 
et ‘WHO IS THIS 
STARTS 
eceT YOUNG OLD 


ADDICT- inniey 


ING. 


WHEN I’M 
WITH HER, 
MY HEART 
FEELS ASIF 
IT’S BEING 
CLEANSED. 


From your 
hometown. 


THE POSTMARK 
IS DATED OVER 
TWO WEEKS AGO. 
HOW COME 
YOU HAVEN'T 
OPENED IT? 


THAT'S 


THE 
REASON 
YOU 
HAVEN'T 
OPENED 
THIS 
LETTER? 


wALOT 
LIKE ME. 


WON'T TELL 
ME, SHOULD 
| TELL 
TAKAHASHI? 


LL 
TELL YOU 
EVERY- 
THING... 


I’M NOT 
/ HIDING 
, || ANYTHING. | — 


YANO |S IN 
THE BREAK 
ROOM 
CALLING HIS 

GIRLFRIEND. 


I'VE GOT 
THIS GREAT 
PLAN, YOU 
SEE. 


BUT YOU'LL \¥ 
RECEIVE A 


| CAN'T 


BONUS TH PAY YOU SS Me mB WHAT? 
US THAN FOR 4] \ 
ANY \ ; 
companies , OVERTIME 
ae » WORK, 


| SHOULD 
HAVE 


TOLD 
=| YOU THIS 


THERE’S NO 
PAY FOR 
OVERTIME? 


THAT’S 
SIX 
MONTHS 


fo 


= wAT THE 
= _ KARAOKE 
== PLACE THREE 
STATIONS 
AWAY. 


JUST BE 
CAREFUL 
THAT IT 
WON'T 
INTERFERE 
WITH YOUR 
STUDYING. 


IGOTA 
PART-TIME 
JOB... 


TO GO 
AND SEE 
TAKAHASHI 


THE NEXT 
HOLIDAY. 


KEEP LYING 
TO HER LIKE 


DURING 


SHE WAS 
S50 AGAINST 
IT BEFORE... 


THEY DON'T 
ADVERTISE IN 
MAGAZINES 
OR ONLINE... 


THE 
PART-TIME 
JOBS THAT 

PAY WELL 
USUALLY 
DON'T HIRE 


BUT | 
F WOULON'T 
ASK HIM IF 

| WERE 


DON'T 
GET 


invotveo —« |SUST 


DON'T 
LIKE THE NO 
Guy, REASON. 


UDON, 
PLEASE. 


j DAMN IT. 
p | WISH | COULD 
PAY FOR THEM 

MYSELF. 


I KNEW IT. 
IT WAS 
YOU, 
WASN'T 


THAT'S FINALLY |< 
STEALING, NoTICED? N 
YOU KNOW? 


IN 4g] LOOKS 
SY LIKE YOU 
DON’T 
CARE 
Q = aBout 


THAT 
LETTER 


DID YOU 
READ 
IT? 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


THAT'S 


HEY, WHY 
DON'T YOu 

COME BY MY 
PLACE TO 
PLAY WITH 
KIKI-CHAN?, 


ADOGIS 
AMEMBER 


OF AFAMILY 


TOO. THAT HANG 


WAS uP. 
YOUR 
DOG, 
RIGHT? A\ 


LALAM| 
WON'T 


SHE'S A 


PEMBROKE sTOP 
WELSH CRYING AT 
CORGI. NIGHT. 

SHE'S ONE 
AND A 


HALF. 


AND 
SHE'S 
ADOR| I REALLY IS 
ABLE! 
|| CRYING! 


sO EYES... SHE'S A 
CUDDLY OH, YOU prtcad 
AND WANT TO = OC 
CUTE! SEE A “ 


sv PHOTO? 


1:00 - 3:00 


Closed 


YOU'RE \ 
OVERDOING \ ' AND 
Teves GOT 
\ HOME AT 
FIVE THIS 
MORN- 
ING. 


| TOOK 
ANIGHT 
SHIFT... 


BUT IF nN he 


YOU KEEP | \ 
\ THIS UP... | 


COLLAPSE, 
I'LL BE 


FINE. 
6 


WHO 

DOESN'T; 
UNDER- 
STAND. 


ws 8 


\\ 
<0 fo, 
cess ™ 


RELATION- 
SHIP. 


WHY IS 
HESO. 
DESPERATE 


ae 


el 1 JUST 
DON’T. KNOW 
——-HIM WELL 


ENOUGH. ae 


IT’S 
NICE TO 
SEE THE 


SLEEPING 
UN- 
GUARDED 
FACE OF 
A GIRL. 


2: 


FROZEN STIFF > 


7 


\ i( 


COMPLAIN IF 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENS TO 
YOU BECAUSE 
YOU'VE LET 
DOWN YOUR 
GUARD. 


LONELY 
GUY, YOU 


tthougnt 
it would = Huh? 


| KISSED 


YOUDON'T] NoT |/ 
WANT ME ii 


INTER- 


AN 
OUTRIGHT 
LIE LIKE 
THAT IS 
PANN OR AINICA 


| ONLY FELL 
ASLEEP 
BESIDE YOU 
BECAUSE 
TAKAHASHI |S 
EVERYTHING 
TO YOU. 


I'D NEVER 
FALL ASLEEP 
BESIDE 
KOTARO, 
YOU KNOW. 


LOOKS LIKE 
SENGENTI IS 
THE ONLY ONE 


O | WHO CAN DO 
. i THIS LONG 
Ss i SENTENCE , 


oO 
Q 
: _ \JUST 
0 <<] FORGET- 
° SPRING 
BREAK? 
f 
L) 


OH. 


I'M GOING 


O DOWN TO 
a NISEKO 
STUDYING | WITH MY 
ALL THE | FAMILY. 


TIME... 


oO 


ca) 


C) 


2) 
oO 
5 


| NEED TO 

CUT DOWN 
ON MY 

OVERTIME 


BUT 
| DON’T 
HAVE THE 
TIME TO 
GO TO THE 
HOSPITAL... 


YOu 
WANT IT 
* DELIVERED 


: EXC 

0 LIKE 

THE ONE 
IN THE 

DISPLAY 


TO 
:\ HOKKAIDO? 


YOU LIKE 
TOADDA 
MESSAGE? 


A 


FLOWER- 
SHAPED KEY 
RING NEXT 
TO THAT 
REALLY 
CUTE AND 


KNOWS 
WHAT IT 


MEANS... | 7” 
\ | foo 


aa \ 


\ 
\ 
\ 


REGRET. 


z / 
LEVERYTHING | 
\"YOU CAN 


WHILE YOU 
STILL HAVE 


| THE CHANCE. 


MAYBE. / 


Ld 


42 


HE TRANS- 
FERRED IN, 
NOT IN THE 
STUDENT 
DIRECTORY. 


IT SNOWED HERE TODAY. 


> 


| CAN'T WAIT FOR THIS, YEAR 0 END 


FOUR DAYS A WEEK AFTER SCHOOL, 
HE WOULD GO STRAIGHT TO WORK... 


1... 1 GOT 
A PHONE 
CALL FROM 
SENGENJI 
Z LAST 
NIGHT. 


SHE WANTS 
TO TAKE 
HER DOG TO 
HIS PLACE 
TODAY. 


SHE ASKED 
ME FOR 
YANO’S 

ADDRESS. 


WHY'O YOU 
CALL ME TO 
MEET YOU 
ONA 
SATURDAY? 


The poop-fiavored 

curry ts still 
curry, but poop Is 
still poop even Uf Ut 
tastes Wee curry. 


why am | 
oven friends 
with thes 


'0 EAT 
THE POOP- 
FLAVORED 

CURRY. 


YOU'D 
DO THE 
SAME, 
RIGHT? 


SENGENJ| 
WOULD 


mM PROBABLY 
SAYING | CHOOSE THE 
THAT CURRY- 
WOMEN FLAVORED 
ARE UN- IF YOU HAD 
SCRUPU- K TO EAT ONE 
Lous. |i/ Vi : DO YOU 
=e | wouvvou| ,, MINK SHE 
he ad HAS A CRUSH 
EAT CURRY: ON YANO? 


FLAVORED 
POOP, ORA 
POOP- 


GOT TODO 
WITH THIS? 


)  1DON'T 
THINK YANO 
IS THE 
MOST 
HONEST 
GUY 
AROUND 
EITHER. 


WHAT DO 
7 YOU THINK 
OF THIS 


)) 


THAT'S 
NOT THE 


BY che 
way, \ POINT. YY PEOPLE Lose 
eae OWNERSHIP RIGHTS 
trues = TOITONCEIT'S > 
(J) THROWN away, IT'S ACRIME 

NO, I “| SO THAT LAW HAS TO OPEN 

; ~~" NO MEANING WHAT- SOMEBODY 

ELSE'S MAIL!! 


ee SOEVER ANYMORE. 


MADE ~ 
IT UP. - 


oe 
Ses sccinceesconaenl 


ee 
_ 


 . 
. 


oe . 
oo 


oo 
oe 


WE'RE 
ALMOST 
AT THE 
STATION... 


: Wye Aes 
Hage. Gro 


i ~ 

y) Ny 

“HOPE Wy \\S \S 
| CAN 

CHEER HIM 


UPA BIT... 


| BROUGHT 
KIKI-CHAN 


OVER TO 
VISIT! 


«WERE |. PD LIKE 


Z=~ EXPLAINED | | IT IF THE 
\ TOME. |) 7S SITUATION. 


DAC 


ff Fi, 


b 


wef . 
\ N \ 4 

y NN 

"pI. y Fs } ee 


WHAT ARE 
YOU HERE 
FOR? 


«BROTHER 
WENT DOWN 
TO NIKOTAMA 
TO SHOP, SO 


= 


| 
| | ARE YOU 
= FROM 
= HOKKAIDO? 
if SHE'S 


~ AN OLD ( 


met nice 
su) To OH. 
ew\t.| MEET 
ge you. 


ALL THE 
WAY FROM 
HOKKAIDO... 


; \JERY col 


| HAD TO 
ATTEND THE 
BUDDHIST | // 
EULOGY FOR 
MY GRAND- } 
FATHER... 


w+ 


«HAD HIM 
ORIVE ME 
HERE SO | 
ULD SHOW 
OFF MY 
PRIZED 
KIKI... 


© pac SN) 


wn \ 
i, Vv \ 


Ee \ 


450 
AFTER | 
WENT TO 
ITO, | 
STOPPED 
IN TOKYO. 


| JUST 
WANTED TO 
SEE HOW 
YOU'RE 
DOING. 


o[ 0 


la 


ie ARE 


YOU GOING 

TO TAKE 

THE LAST 
FLIGHT 


’M DOING 
PRETTY, \ 


SS 


BACK TO 
HOKKAIDO 
TODAY? 


| How Aaah 
lame 


IT'S THE 

WEEKEND, 

| SOIWANTED NO. 
TO LOOK 


AROUND A BIT 
TOMORROW... 


| HAVEN'T 
DECIDED 
YE Tes 


| OION'T TELL 
HER | WAS 

COMING TO 

TOKYO. 


DIDN'T 

YOUR 
MOTHER 
GIVE YOU we TRYING 
MONEY? TO 


PRESSURE 
YANO... 


| |WANT TO 
GOTOA 

UNIVERSITY 

IN TOKYO. 


[DONT <3 
KNOW 


N 


“HER DOWN 
STRAIGHT 
OUT. 


IF YOU 
DON’T HAVE 
MONEY, WHY 

DON'T YOU 
GO HOME? 


IT’S RUDE 
TO OROP 


OBVIOUSLY | 
CAN'T LET ANY 
GIRL STAY AT 
MY PLACE... 


READ 
SEND ME LETTERS. 
ALETTER 
IN THE 
FIRST 
PLACE? / 


CAN'T 
SHOW 
YOu 


WE CAN GO Secon 


SIGHTSEEING | 


I'LL SHOW 
YOu TOMORROW. 


AROUND. 


WHY DON’T 
YOU STAY AT 
MY PLACE? 


LOOKED 
AS IF 
SHE WAS 
WE CAN GOING 
ALL GO TO CRY. 
TOGETHER. \ 


EES 
ES 


| SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE 
ASKED YOU 


SHE REALLY 
DOES HAVE 
BLUE EYES. 


THANKS... 


FOR 
BRINGING 
YOUR DOG 
OVER. 


OR MAYBE | 
FELT A LITTLE 
ENVIOUS? 


«SHE'LL KEEP 
GOING AFTER 
YANO NO MATTER 
HOW MANY TIMES 
HE REJECTS HER. 


TAKAHASHI 
AND THIS 
GIRL... 


TAKAHASHI 
AND I... 


TAKAHASHI 
AND 
EVERYONE 
ELSE... 


YOU'RE 
LETTING ME 
STAY HERE 
EVEN THOUGH 
YOU DON'T 
KNOW Me. 


But ¥ 

SHOPPING 
IS 

EXCITING. 


| THINK 
rM 
a. GETTING 


IN ONE PLACE 


THE 


WHEN 
THERE'S NOT fale 
ETERS FESTWAL J 
ALL... GOING ON. 
(\) 
e / x 3 
\\ Wy) 
THIS IS THE 
ae Fist TIME 
"VE BEEN 
ABLE TO 
, GO OUT 
SOMEWHERE 
WITH YANO, 
EVEN THOUGH 
"IT'S THE 
( THREE OF US. 


ww AND ALL 
THE OTHER 
SURPRISING 
ANO SHIBUYA, 


EXCITING HARAJUKU... 
PLACES... ’ 


| WANTED TO BE 
WITH TAKAHASHI 
WHEN | WENT TO 

SEE THEM FOR 
THE FIRST TIME. 


|WANT TO 
EXPRESS 
MY LOVE 


TOHER 
SOMEHOW 
SINCE WE BUT IT’S 
LIVE SO IMPORTANT 


|// YOUCAN 
\\/JUST DO THE ala 
Yo SAME THING 
AGAIN AND 
SHOW TAKA- 
HASHI AROUND 
WHEN SHE 


WONDER... 


| COTING 


IX 
START n 
ce AVOIDING Wihbe, { 
‘ "ME AND GET wyyng26 L 
“Wee ANNOYED 
< LIKE HE 


+ ey UNS 


DOES WITH 
THAT GIRL? 


Sy 


WE LOST 
YAMAMOTO- 
SAN? 


Ys 4 
CEG 
= 


| WAS 
JUST a 
LOOKING. j __ 


ARE YOU 
GOING 
TOGETA 
JACKET? 


I'M WEARING 
ONE NOW. 
IT'S GREAT 

SINCE IT GOES 
WITH ANYTHING. 


| SHOULD 
HAVE 
GOTTEN 
THIS FOR 
TAKAHASHI’S 
PRESENT. 


ay 


° os 
= 


=: 
wr 
an? 


CRAP. 


SOMETHING |= 
YOU LIKE? 


vires > 


BUY IT AND a CUTE: é 


| HADN’T | Giveit 10 
HER WHI 

NOTICED pal 

BEFORE. 


| DON'T HAVE 
ENOUGH MONEY 
ON ME TODAY. 


D) 
a) IT ISN'T 
7) THAT EX- 
Wa! PENSIVE 
, EITHER. 


c 


’D FEEL 


VY 
WHY DON'T * Hey... 
WE GET 
Sigg SOMETHING 
BUT | CAN'T 4 a1 // tee 
CHOOSE y f 
BETWEEN 
THESE TWO. 


HUH? 
YOU'RE 
GETTING 


A 
T-SHIRT? 


\\ 


BUT 
IT’S\NOT 


ANYWHERE 
EXCEPT 


—L| STARBUCKS. 


AA 


WZ 


ou 
nave & 
OLE 
? with 
hat? 


"A whew! 90 


mtha\w'? i 
\ \ 


" ye Ls oA 
Odaiba,() 0 ° a 
and... Xx 


YOU NEVER 
KNOW— 


YOU SHOULD 
REALIZE YOU’RE 
AN ACCOMPLICE. 


FAULT IS IT 
THAT | HAVE 
TO LIE?! 


Oh, I forgot to tell you before 
but Takeuchi-kun and his 
friends are coming along. 

He’s the one who gave me the 
discount ticket in the first 
place, so don’t get angry. But 
you won’t mind because we’re 
going in a large group, right? 


PEK) 


«A STRANGE 
ATMOSPHERE 
STARTS TO 
A VERY SURROUND 
UNCOM- THESE TWO. 
FORTABLE... 
; «. IMPENETRABLE 
HOW COME ATMOSPHERE. 
YOUR MOM 
IS AGAINST 
YOu 
+ ATTENDING 
A 
UNIVERSITY WHAT 
IN TOKYO? 1S... 


X THIS? 


..WHEN 
’'M 
QUIET... 


MY 
PARENTS 


WANT TO 
BE ON HER 
OWN. 


MY DAD 
WANTS TO 
LEAVE HER. 


| CAN'T WAIT 
TO LEAVE 
THAT HOUSE 
TOO. 


I'M THE 
ONLY 
DAUGHTER, 


SHE'S 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
YOU. 


EVEN AFTER 
MY SISTER 
DIED, ALL 
SHE COULD 
DO WAS 
SPEND HER 
DAYS CRYING 
ABOUT IT. 


MOTHER 
DOING? 


HOW HARD 
"| THINGS 
ARE FOR 
Me"... 


BUT SHE'S 
i ALWAYS 
| CRAVING 


NOW... 


‘ ) ATTENTION 


SHE| KEEPS 
| PURSUING 
|| YANO? 


ah 


BUT IT’S 
CLOSED 
TODAY, 
ISN'T IT?! 


ee SHE SEEMS | 
YEAH, IT’S ~ CLOSED. es m TO. BELIEVE 
CLOSED jT'6 Mean THAT 


SHELL GET 


Uy 0O YOU < 

| MIND IF We 
LE WEWENT THERE WENT 
A BACK WAS ‘TO... 
THERE SOME- 
AGAIN? THING | 
WANTED... /2) 


WANTED ; 

| TOGET pos 

' THAT FOR S 
TAKAHASHI, J 
DIDN'T 

You?! 


\ 


, 
\ 


IT'SFIRST ie 
HEY, COME { COME, FIRST 
not, i SERVE, SO 
HERE A D inn 
MINUTE. : WHAT CAN | 
DO ABOUT 
IT? 


THIS 

ent A LOOK. 
COINCI- 

CAN'T NOT THE. HI/\ i 


YOUTELL POINT AT \\I 
THAT ' 


ALL! 
THIS IS 
WRONG?! 


NO RIGHT 
TO STOP SHE BOUGHT 
HER, DO |? THAT BAG 
BECAUSE SHE 
KNEW YOU 
LIKED IT. 


yu 


(wh, 


BUT SHE STILL 
KEEPS COMING 
AFTER YOU LIKE 
SHE HAS A 
CHANCE. 


THAT MEANS 
YOU MUST 
HAVE HOOKED 
UP WITH HER IN 

THE PAST, 
RIGHT?! 


yOu ALLOW 


BETTER OF IHADTO peeve. 
MY 


COMPLETELY 


EXCEPT YOUR 
. ]\ GIRLFRIEND. 


YOUR 
’ y UNBELIEV- 
" ABLY 
INDECISIVE 
ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS 
HER!! 


IF SHE DION'T 


KNOW SHE COULD 
MANIPULATE YOU, 


SHE’O NEVER 
HAVE COME ALL 
THE WAY HERE 
FOR YOU. 


YOU'RE 
DISGUST- 
ING... 


FORGOT 
SHE HAD 
some ff 
THINGS TO 
TAKE CARE 
a? OF. 


WHERE 
ELSE YOU 
WANT TO 
SHOP? 


THAT'S 
BE- 
CAUSE 
YOU 
ALLOW 
HER TO 
GET 

THE | 
BETTER 


IT'S 


YAMAMOTO . : = (JUST 

sss STROLLING 

_ AROUND IS 

FINE WITH 
me. 


/ | STILL 

| WOULDN'T 
FALL IN 

LOVE WITH 

YOU. 


4 
4 
4 


AND 
EVEN IF | 
WASN'T 

WITH 

HER... 


INTENTION 
| BREAKING 


AND 
| HAVE NO 


OF 


UP WITH 
HER. 


| DON’T 


wl/M WITH 
NEED 
FEMALE TAKAHASHI... 
FRIENDS 
EITHER. 


% 


© 


HAPPENED 
THE LAST YEAR 
OF MIDOLE 
SCHOOL... 


«WAS A 
MISTAKE. 


THAT MISTAK 


THE TRAIN 
IS JUST 
ABOUT TO 


SHOULD 
GET ON. 


DON'T 
ACT ASIF 
IT NEVER 

HAPPENED. 


SORRY 
| CAN'T 
SEE YOU 
OFF AT 
THE 


y HAVEA 
“| GOOD 
4 JOURNEY. F 


BYE. 


AIRPORT. [oy 


SOMETHING 
YOU WANT 
TO FORGET 

ABOLT... 


BUT 
TO MEIT'S 
SOMETHING 
= REAL AND 
PRECIOUS. 


| EVER 
FELT HAPPY 
THAT | WAS 


|WAS | WAS 
HAPPY... GLAD... 


] 


r 
Z 
/ 
; I'VE 
ALWAYS 
wl LACKED \ THOUGHT... 
SOMETHING. 


\ 
\ 


\ 


| DON’T 
CARE IF IT 
WAS OUT 
OF PITY... 


BUT 
PLEASE... 


fe 


DON'T ACT 
ASIF IT 
NEVER 

HAPPENED, 


DON'T 
DENY IT. 


CL BN #5 


YOUR 
\ SCORES 
ON THE 
ADMISSION 
EXAM 
WERE 
GOOD... 


LOOK 
AT THE 50 
SCORES WHatT’s 
ON YOUR wRONG? 


== FINAL 
EXAM... 
. 
: IVE 
wTHIS BEEN vm 
THIRD PRETTY SORRY 
TRIMESTER. BUSY... a8 


IT WILL BE 


SOMEWHAT 
YOU'LL HAVE [| TOUGH FOR YOU 
TO WORK _ TO ENTER THE 
REALLY HARD UNIVERSITY OF 
AND REALLY 
PUT YOUR 


HEART INTO 


ae IN 


IT WILL BE CRUCIAL 


THAT YOU DO ALL 
YOUR PREPARATION 
ALL | CAN DO IS THIS SUMMER FOR 
KEEP MOVING THE ENTRANCE 


FORWARD. 


IT WAS THEY CAN 
100 REMOVE IT 
Sale WITHOUT 
THEN. CUTTING 
ME OPEN... 
So that the 
wires could | 
hook onto it kes 
better, i a Likee™ 
— this 
SO THE 
DOCTOR SAID 
WE SHOULD WAIT 
TO REMOVE IT 
UNTIL IT GREW A 
LITTLE BIGGER. 


Le 


| WANT YOU 
TO GO TO THE 
HOSPITAL 
TOMORROW, 
OKAY? 


ve researched 


THOUGH 
EVEN WITH 
THAT, YOU 

MAY NOT BE 

ABLE TO 

ACHIEVE 

ENOUGH. 


YOUR 


LAST | YOKO 
HEALTH 
5 CHECK- 
uP... 
mn im - (Z| A Zo | om] 
; IT SAYS 
= THEY 
= FOUND | “Ne 
BLOOD | /“7* Ze 

SNE IN YOUR , 

ne | HAD IT LARGE | (© 

SEES “a EXAMINED INTES- e 

ee) AYEAR TINE... 

4 AGO, AND 

\ THEY SAID ’ NX 
IT WAS & 

; is BENIGN, : OH. 
YOU'RE YEAR AS 
SURE AGO... =— 
te THAT. = 
OKAY? 


Rite THEN YOU 
i what | SHOULD REALLY 
EVEN IF IT ave You HURRY UP AND 
ois \_GETIT 
THERE'S A 0% = oie manage 
CHANCE OF mS oe 
REMISSION wane? Cy 
ONCE THE NC es 


TUMOR |S 
REMOVED. 


Lu 


«THAT EVEN IF I’M LOOKING FORWARD 
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION... 


MY INTERNAL COMPASS 
MAY BE BROKEN. 


Chapter 38 


YANO DIDN’T COME TO SCHOOL THAT DAY. 


\ 
(rn) = sl ,) 
Fy ES BE a a @ A 
HUH? WA off 
Co y 
“yd nor E| HE WENT TO 
a NANAMI— 7 THE AIRPORT 
LALAMI. (Zs St TOPICKUP / 
NANAMI?! | | 
i A aD ® ie WZ 
Li} EL \ = bi i a RS 
Pe ar eg: 
[ery 
DON'T\ 7} | THOUGHT x 
HE SAID ASK YANO'S wi | 
ITOBE ME. APARTMENT | mR Fe ¥ 
OKAY. | _/ |\ DIDN'T ALLOW nee. ae” 


ww HE 
COULDN'T = - 
LEAVE -) oR 
LALAMI pe 
ALONE = 
ANYMORE. 


! 
=] ..BUT THIS 
Ae WILL BE 


YOUR NEW 
a Tl HOME. 


et el IN ae 


| HAVEN'T SPOKEN TO YANO SINCE — aa al 
THAT DAY. 


ee 23 peat aia Siete Se 


COME 
HERE, 
LALAMI. 


MAYBE LALAMI 
THINKS | 
ABANDONED 
HER. 


‘A YOU'RE MOM WILL 


NOTA 
GOOD 
GIRL, 
THEY'LL 
KICK US 


(thought ie 
seat was OY 


WHAT ARE 


the window. | YOU DOING, 


SAID, ‘HER 
PAWS CAN 
BE USED AS 


i TO YOUR i 
\\ DoG? } tl 


WHAT 
ELSE 
COULD 
| SAY? 


YANO 
SEEMS A 
LOT MORE 
CHEERFUL 
NOW... 


| FOUND 
MYSELF 
WITH 
SOME 
SPARE | 
CASH... 


we THAT 
STRENGTHENED 
THEIR BOND. 


«IG WHY | 
FEEL SO THAT... 
IRRITATED. _ 


HAS BEEN 
HOSPITALIZED. 


\ 


YANO'S 
MOTHER... 


wl THINK 
SHE HAS 
CANCER. 


SOME 
A CLEAN 
lane \" 


STRAW: 
BERRIES 
\ 00. 
/ } \ WS |FEELA 
/ SMP fo LOT BETTER 
DON'T FIND 7 - BEFORE. WHERE 
ANY SIGNS OF =, ) J : y : k THEY OP- 
ADHESIONS, ; ZA \ ERATED? 
YOU SHOULD \. \ 
BE ABLE TO = 2 
LEAVE IN Sse 
ABOUT FOUR Lo i | 
WEEKS. ( 
\ - | 
\ . / GZ WHAT DIO 
\ THE DOCTOR 


SAY? a_i 
107 


fe 


/ YOU DION'T 
| GET TO 
os GO... 


THANKS 


san FOR 
>» | COMING 
EVERY DAY... 


> mk oe 
=] BEFINE IF YOU 


CAME EVERY 
THREE DAYS 
OR SO, IF YOU 


TAKAHASHI-SAN 
OURING THE 
HOLIDAY... 


DOESN'T 
HAVE TO 
BE DURING 


THE 
« HOLIDAYS. 
Vane 


GO 
BACK TO 
SEE HER 
ANYTIME. 


eR 
i / JUST 
_/CONCENTRATE 
ON GETTING 


ica 


([ HER CANCER 
| ISN'T AT 
| STAGE | 

| (EARLY) BUT 

AT STAGE 6 

. (ADVANCED)... 


THERE IS ALSO 
A TUMOR IN 
HER PANCREAS, 
WHICH HAS 
INFILTRATED ITS 
WAY INTO THE 
LARGE 
INTESTINE. 


THE 
BLEEDING IN 
THE LARGE 
INTESTINE.. 


WASN'T 
JUST FROM 
THE BENIGN 

TUMOR THAT 
HAD BEEN 
FOUND 
EARLIER. 


DOCTOR 


wl 13%, TALKING 


| NUMBERS... P 


|. AFTER THE 


OPERATION, 


| “STAGE OF — 
S CANCER, THE 
CELLS HAVE 


I! KNOW THIS : 
BUT IT'S 


IS HARD ON 
YOU, BUT IMPORTANT. 
PLEASE TRY |) THAT, THE 
TO KEEP PATIENT — 

YOUR f DOESN: 
MOTHER'S ‘| NOTLOSE, 
SPIRITS UP. 


HOPES 
A 


SSN 


yo 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE HIS MOM’S 
CANCER |S 
SUDDENLY 
GOING TO GET 
BETTER IF WE 
WORRY ABOUT 


Y 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
WE CAN 
DO. 


ALL WE CAN 
DO IS WATCH 
\ OVER HIM. 


TAKA- 
HASHI? 


I'VE JUST 
BEEN 
Busy. 


I'M NOT 

HIDING 
ANY- 

THING. 


H HI |SENT gy 
YOU THE 
FLOWERS way... 
YESTER- 
DAY. 


..- YOU'RE 
HIDING 
SOMETHING 
SINCE YOU 
EMAILED ME 
FLOWERS. 


& 


THAT'S WHAT : TAKAHASHI, 
NOT ? : YOU DON'T 

O WHAT! TRUST ME 
: AT ALL, DO 


YOU... 


‘i AS YOU ; 
suspectep, _!T'S 
VE BEEN OKAY... 
GOING ON 
\ GROUP 
DATES LIKE 
CRAZY. 


Hurry up 
and throw 
itl! 


TRYING TO 
CHANGE 
THE 
SUBJECT 


| DON'T 
HAVE THE 
SCORES 
YET. 


WITH 
THAT RANK, 
YOUR 
CHANCES OF 
PASSING 
\ THE ACTUAL 
\ EXAM... 


REALLY? \ 


THAT'S 
GREAT 
PROGRESS. 


N 


AS 


AT 
FIRST 
YOU 
WERE 
\ AT 10%... 


YOu 
REALLY 
ARE 
WORKING 
HARD. 


; BUT I'VE 
| pet ae HEARD THAT 
U, PEOPLE WHO 


RANK OFTEN 
FAIL THE 
EXAM TOO... 


CARE OF 


| WANTED aaa 
YOU TO BE Taeee 
THE FIRST 


DAYS... 


|WAS 
EXCITED 
WHEN | 
SAW THE 
FLOWERS 
BLOOM. 


I'VE DISCOV- 
ERED IMA 

PRETTY DO- 

MESTIC GUY 
WHO LIKES 
TO COOK... 


| 
STARTED 
TAKING 
NOTES 


2) 


IS YOUR 
MOTHER 
STILL 
BUSY WITH 


AREN'T 
YOU OVER- 
ey\p) =) 
WITH ALL 
THE 
CHORES 
FNNTs) 
MEALS? 


ONCE IN 
AWHILE 

SHE 

AND WORKS 
STUFF. LATE... 


ONCE YOU 
MOVE HERE, 


LL BE ABLE TO 
MAKE YOUR 
LUNCHES FOR 
YOU, 


GREAT, 
ISN'T IT? 


WY sust put 
ALL YOUR | 1 you're 
YOU DON'T paid 

arid iad PREPARING 


FOR THE 
lig 2 INTO COLLEGE 
ENTRANCE j 


EXAMS... 


YOU'RE FINE 
JUST THE WAY 
YOU ARE, 
TAKAHASHI. 


FEEL FREE 
TO COMPLAIN 
ANYTIME. 


«HEARING YOU 
WHINE AT ME 
OVER THE 
PHONE ABOUT 
NOT CALLING 
ENOUGH... 


, SORRY. 
worried YOU 
ANYWAY, gwd was 204 KNOW . / 
WHAT | MEAN you were Wore Ral ”, 
ees 
TO SAY IS... avout sea () 


\'M THE 
ONE... 


WHO HAS 
TOGROW | 
STRONGER.. 


aa 


hay 


ru bee 


prvi 


BUT, 
MOTOHARU... 


You 
MUSTN'T 
CUT ROSES 
THIS WAY. 


THEY'VE 
BLOOMED 
sO 
NICELY... 


a va 

—-a Sy 

rsaran 
IT'SAPAIN \ =! Se 


TO WATER 
THEM ALL. 


(= 


LOVELY 
SCENT... 


GIVE ME SHOW 

APENCIL YOU. 
AND 

PAPER. 


WHEN 
THE 

FLOWER 

DIES, TAKE 


i ws IT's 


IMPORTANT |. 
TO ADD MORE 
FERTILIZER 


AFTER THE aN 
FIRST y 
FLOWER 


BLOOMS... 


AHH, THERE’S 
SO MANY 
OTHER THINGS 
|WANT YOU TO 
OO IN THE 
GARDEN... 


THIS IS 
THE 
BRANCH, 
YOu 


\ 


YOU CUT 
THEM, YOU 
HAVE TO 
CUT 
ABOVE 
THIS... 


DON'T ' 
FORGET TO : Sipe 
) = WILLEBE PAY IT 
% 1) ARRIVING DOWNSTAIRS INTO YOU. 
( eng AT THE 
ee | Two ACCOUNT 
7 Z DESK BY THE | 
END OF 
CA THIS WEEK. 
THE BILL 


HEALTH 
INSURANCE oe aad 
CARD YOU 


OVER TO 
us. 


FOR YOUR 
MOTHER'S 
HOSPITAL 


YOU'RE 
LOOKING 
FORA 
PART-TIME 
JOB THAT 
PAYS WELL, 
RIGHT? 


YOUNEED COME 
MONEY, ON. 
DON'T YOU? 


I'M NOT INTO 
THE SKETCHY, 
CON-PEOPLE- 
OUT-OF-THEIR- 

MONEY KIND OF 


BET YOU THIRTY... 
COULD MAYBE 
MAKE 40,000 YEN 
30,000PER PERDAY... 
HOUR! 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO FOR 
THIS ONE. 


IT HAS TO 
BE A YOUNG 
I7-YEAR- 


THIRTY \ a 
THOUSAND nia = Ls A 
FOREACH 

JOB. pf" 


YOU...JUST 
HAVE TO 
DO IT WITH 
OLD MEN. 


WE HAVE TO 

GO TO THE 
WE AUDIO-VISUAL 
SHOULD ROOM NEXT. 


GET YOUR 
FREAKING 
HAND... 


SAWAIT ARE 
FIGHTING! 


OFF TO IN 
SUCH A 


ARE YOU 
TALKING 


THAT WAS 
A CLOSE 
CALL, YOU 


IT’S SO FRUSTRATING. 


YOUR 
SHIRT IS 
MISSING 


A 
BUTTON. 


caw | 

\ovvow 

a weeale 
wa 


a 
cnvead? 


NV 


an 
HEY! wh 


WE'VE 
BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR 
YOu. 


| WANTED 
TO SHOW MY 
APPRECIATION 
FOR THIS 
MORNING. 


SAWAI... 


Vs 


& ..GANGED 
UP ON 
Me. 


SORT OF 


YOU MEAN 


BUSY 
YOU'VE 
WORKING COM- 


YOUR 
: PLETELY 
PART-TIME fel (e)=1=B) 


ee | // ME FOR 
AGES! 


SORRY, 
I'VE BEEN 
BuSsY 
LATELY. 


BUT SHE'S 
NOT THE 
SAME AS 

BEFORE. 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE SHE’S 
ATTACHED TO 
ME, BUT SHE 
DOESN'T 
TRUST ME 
LIKE SHE DID 
BEFORE. 


BETTER. 


AH. 
YEAH... 


| WAS 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT... 


SHE’S MORE 
ANXIOUS 
THAN SHE 

USED TO BE. 


BUT | 
CHANGED MY 
MINO BECAUSE 


| THOUGHT IT 
| | DON’T WOULD BE 
KNOW TOUGH FOR ME 
TO PART WITH... 


IT'S THE 
SAME WITH 
PEOPLE TOO, 
ISN'T IT? 


PEOPLE, 
ANIMALS, 
PLANTS—THEY'RE 
ALL THE SAME. 


«NOT TO 
EXPERIENCE 
HARDSHIP IF 
YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO. 


THE PLANTS 
THAT DIDN'T 
FALL OVER OR 
BREAK OFF WILL 
BE MUCH MORE 
BEAUTIFUL 
WHEN THEY 
BLOOM. 


SOIT’S 
BETTER... 


EVEN IF 


WOUNDS | 


HEAL... f 


«SCARS 
ARE LEFT 
BEHIND. 


THAT'S 


HERE ENDS 
“MOTOHARU- 
KUN’S PLANT 

DIARY.” 


FORGET 


| |KNOW, 
HV KNOW. 


A 


Le 


DON'T YOU 
FORGET TO | 
CALL ME 
EVERY NOW 
AND THEN 
TO TALK TO 


ME! 


THAT PIVOTAL 
SUMMER... 


DRAWS NEAR. 


— 
— 
rs ee — a i= - 
Cl . a 
: 


_ _ 
_ — 
. — 
- ™ ee Be. & . 
: a - ist e - 
- 
: 

_ 

— — 

_ i 

_ _. 


Chapter 39 


BUT 
| WISHI 
COULD 
| MEET MY 
DESTINED 
ONE. 


|WANT A 
PURE LOVE 
RELATION- 

SHIP LIKE 

THIS TOO. 

EA Our hearts ave & 
LYSE too impure. Ack \ 

oo Nadia 


iS 
Za 


| HEARD A 
FIRST-YEAR 
CONFESSED 
No Gor PEOPLE 
PIECTED SAID THEY'D 
; ~~ : eee THEY'RE 
SUMMER... STILL 
TOGETHER, 
THOUGH. 


wHlS 
DESTINED 
ONE? 


YANO WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
THE SAME NO 
\ MATTER WHO 
SHE WAS. 


A Z 


LOYAL 
/ ; y TOHIS 
OY Va | GIRL. 
| AND 
SHE JUST * 
HAPPENED 
TO BE 

TAKAHASHI. 


DON'T 
LIKE THE 


IT DION’T 
NECESSARILY 
HAVE TO BE 
TAKAHASHI? 


wwAT SHE WAS AT 
THE RIGHT THE RIGHT 
TIME. PLACE... 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
TAKAHASHI... 


TAKAHASHI WAS JUST LUCKY. 


HE Su ee || —-- 


IS THAT RIGHT...? 


TAKAHASHI WAS JUST 
THERE AT THE RIGHT TIME? 


= 
BSE 


1 AI H | 
_ PVE FALLEN IN\LOVE WITH | | 


||| \SGOMEONE WHO.IS. ALREADY | | 
TAKEN. | 


PVE GOT-NO-RIGHT-TO: SAY————-~ 


| THINKING ABOUT THIS. 


| | 7 
TO STOP 


il 
| 


ANYTHING ABOUT TAKAHASHI... 


| 


EX 
\) WHAT? |/ 


E; 


Bete 


AUDACIOUS 
AGAIN, BUT... 


A ‘* 


K My N 


7/GOT ALL 
Ys THE THINGS 


OUTSIDE OF 
tea | avi VA WELL... 
LEARN IN ie e l 
SCHOOL. : I THEY'RE 
JUST COPIES 
OF THE 
TEXTBOOK | 
USE AT MY 
CRAM 
SCHOOL. 


a SS SS Se — 


BUSINESS: 


«| DROPPED 
ON THE 
=~ LAST MOCK f: 
N\ EXAM... £ 


YOU MUST 
HAVE 
WORKED 
\ HARD TO 
MAKE THIS. 
a 


q 


AN NS 


PRETTY \ 
HAPPY WITH 


| DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 
IF I'M GOING 
TOGOTO 
COLLEGE 
OR NOT. 


BUT EVEN IF 
YOU CAN'T GET 
INTO YOUR 
FIRST CHOICE, 

THERE ARE 
OTHER 
SCHOOLS... 


THAT'S KNOW 
NOT «= 


WHAT | 


)~ UM, |S IT 
(\ BECAUSE 
UA OF YOUR 
\ 
[} 


IT'S REALLY 
NONE OF YOUR---- 


IT NEVER 
OCCURRED 
TO ME 
THAT 
YANO... 


«MIGHT 
NOT EVEN 
GO TO 
COLLEGE. 


7 icvein J 
yo —] : 


IF HE 
DOESN’T 
GO TO 
COLLEGE 
AND JUST 
STARTS 
WORKING... 
WE’LL BE IN 
COMPLETELY. 
DIFFERENT 
WORLDS. . 


THE LIFE OF 

A STUDENT 

COMPARED 

TO THAT OF 

WE’LL SOMEONE 

MAKE WITH A 

DIFFERENT FULL-TIME 
FRIENDS, 

AND. WE'LL 


EVEN nq 
mouen THES 
WE'RE SENT Be 
CLASSMATES 
NOW, WE'LL 
-. BECOME 


STRANGERS. 


LY 


U 


AS 
/ 


ONCE SHE’S 
IERE, THERE'LL | 


ae AL 
VAY A ik 
| (. \\ \( " THE FUN 
“N CONVERSA- 
~ BR ‘TIONS... 


5 RIGHT. WORRIES; 
/, f ADVICE... 
v/T | | JUST j 
= NEED TO WILL 
MOVE ASIDE _ BEFOR _ 
AND LET TAKAHASHI. 

TAKAHASHI 
TAKE CARE 


OF IT. 7 


TAKAHASHI 
IS 
PROBABLY 
HAVING A 
REALLY 
HARD TIME 
TOO. 


EVEN 
JUST 
WATCHING 
OVER HIM 
ISN’T 
EASY. 


IS SHE 
LUCKY...? 


HOW DID) WHAT _ ...WHAT 
YANO DID 
EXPLAIN SHE 
IT TO SAY 
HER? ABOUT ABOUT 
IT? IT ALL... 


WE'VE GOT 
SWIMMING 


FORGOT 
TO BRING 


| DION’T 
KNOW 
THAT. 


AN'T WE 
BORROW 
SOME 
TRUNKS? 


SWIMMING 
CLUB HAS 
SPARE SUITS. 


FASTER IN 

SMALLER 

SUITS, YOU 
KNOW? 


Don't be 
absurd. 


ABOUT 


YOURASS -/ 
HANGING | 


\=HE’S BEEN 
LIKE THIS 

- | EVERY DAY 
RECENTLY. 


KNEW | 
ITS JUST IT. WHAT DID. 
AS | TAKAHASHI Ji 
THOUGHT. SAY? 


SHE'S DOING 
REALLY WELL 


leas 
HAVEN'T 
TOLD 


| DON’T WANT TO 
ORAG HER DOWN 
BY WORRYING HER 
UNNECESSARILY. 


IF | WERE HER, |'D 
FEEL LIKE KILLING 
MYSELF AFTER 
FINDING OUT THAT 
| OION’T KNOW 
WHAT A DIFFICULT 


TIME THE PERSON 
| LOVE WAS 
HAVING. 


IT'S NOT 
TOO LATE 
TO TELL 
HER AFTER 
EXAMS ARE 
OVER, 
RIGHT? 


BUT IF | TELL HER 
AND SHE ENDS UP 
NOT BEING ABLE 
TO CONCENTRATE 
ON HER GRADES 
ANO CAN'T GET 
INTO THE COLLEGE 
SHE WANTS... 


wl'O PROBABLY 
FEEL LIKE 
KILLING 
MYSELF TOO. 


wwlS 
WORRYING 
ABOUT 
YOU? 


(should never 
have told her... 


OKAY, THEN 
| CHOOSE 
THE BREAST 

STROKE. 


aa | YOU'LL 
LOSE, YOU 
KNOW? 


IF |LOSE, 
I'LL DO 
WHATEVER. 


THEY STILL 


AREN'T 
WHAT'S COMING 
GOING UP. 


ON? 


: 


YOU'RE 
FAST! 


| MADE IT TO 
THE INTER-HIGH 
SWIMMING 
COMPETITION 
IN MY FIRST 
YEAR HERE. 


IT CAN'T 


ILL DO BE 
WHat” PERE 


EVER 
you 


WHY DID HE 
BECOME SO 
OBEDIENT? 


JUST IS 
MINUTES 
PER DAY 
IS FINE... 


BUT | 
WANT YOU 
'  TOLOOK 
THROUGH 
\ THAT 

\ NOTEBOOK, 


VE 


IT'LL BE HARD, oi 
AND EVEN IF BUT THERE RE- 
YOUDROP ARANK = ARE COLLEGES ceagcH 
OR TWO, THERE WHERE YOU'RE , 


ARE ALSO SOME ELIGIBLE FORA 
THAT STILL MAY SCHOLARSHIP... 
BE WILLING TO 
GIVE YOU ONE. 


\ IT'S AND... 
MOST OF  |MPOSSIBLE 


, ALL, YOU TO KNOW 
— ~~ \ DON'T WANT WHAT WILL 
\ re ab 6 \ TO GIVE UP. HAPPEN 


YET, DO YOU? WITH YOUR 
mom 


| KNOW 
BUT | DON'T WANT THAT IT’S 


YOU TO MISS OUT IF NONE OF 


PLEASE = YOU CHANGE YOUR My 
DONT MIND AND DECIDE — Business... 
GIVEUP.... | YOUWANT TOGO 
TO COLLEGE. 


he 


FIFTEEN 
MINUTES 
A DAY 


= 


=SUCH A-—— 


COME 
TO THINK 


KOTARO 


MAYBE HE 
WANTED TO ASK 
ME IF I'D TAKE 
CARE OF LALAMI 


HE SAID 
HE’D DO 
SOME- 


THING 
\ ABOUT 


SOMEONE IN 
HIS BUILDING 
THREATENED 
THAT SHE’O TELL 
THE LANDLORD 
IF HE DION’T GET 
RID OF LALAM|I IN 


MOMENT... 


MF BM, ee 


ou do? 
ig the 
st tne 
hi wane - 


| THOUGHT IT 
MUST BE HARD 
LIVING ALONE, 
SO... 


WHAT'S 
THAT...? 


WANT YOU 
TO GET 
RIO OF 

THAT DOG! 


| DON'T 
NEED ANY 
FOOD. 


| FINALLY 

GET TO 
LEAVE 
NEXT 

WEEKEND. | 


| CAN'T 
WAIT TO 

GET BACK 

TO WORK. 


ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? | 


HAVE =X 
YOU FORGOT- 
TEN THAT YOU 
| HAVE TO COME 
BACK TO THE 
HOSPITAL 
AGAIN NEXT 
MONTH 


SHE’S HIRED 


SOMEONE NEW, 
alt ye DO YOU STILL — 
SHE'LL STILL USE 
HAVE A JOB AT 
ME EVERY NOW AND UAE or 
THEN AS APART- 


TIME WORKER. ANYWAY? 


ASIN GIVE 

Z| ME MORE 
SSE| TROUBLE, 
RIGHT...? 


su MANLY 
AIR ABOUT 


XK ERAS 


RXXKXX 


| WENT DOWN TO 

“THE SHRINE TO GET A 
GOOD-LUCK CHARM 
YESTERDAY. 


PLL KEEP THE BLUE O 
WHY? 


I 


Al 
I 
| 


| 


| 


TO-BEC 


4 or le 
we Re HENS aver, “Ry 
oO ah 2 SSWA QW! Kaen 
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MUCH, MUCH 
STRONGER TOO. 


ONCE THAT YANO'S 
HAPPENS, WE MOTHER 
WON'T BE ABLE WILL BE OUT 
TO PARTY AT OF THE 


HIS HOUSE 
ANYMORE... pool ‘i 


YOU'RE 
HAVING A_ | 


THEN YOU'RE 
GOING OVER 
TO YANO’S 
PLACE? 
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THEN SNEAK 
SOME RUM 
INTO MY 
ORINK. 


WHAT NOW? 


I'LL CARRY WE CAN STILL 

MAKE IT IN TIME 

a ee @ FOR THE LAST 
MY PLACE. TRAIN, SO 


SHOULD WE JUST 
GO HOME? 


I'LL HAVE MY 
PARENTS 
COME PICK 


ME UP... 
YOU 


REALLY | 
ARE A 


PERED 
GIRL... 


HE 
PASSED 
OUT 
BEFORE 
DAWN. 


DROPPED 


THROUGH IT 
AT LEAST 
30 MINUTES 
EVERY DAY. 


+1 SEEM TO | FOR SOME 

UNDERSTAND STRANGE 

WHAT YOU'RE \ REASON... 
THINKING. Ne 


THEN DO 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT I’M 
THINKING 
ABOUT? 


DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT I’M 
THINKING 

RIGHT NOW? 


“IM HUNGRY. 
| WANT TO 
EAT SOME 

SALT 
RAMEN”? 


YOU'RE 
TOO 
PERCEPTIVE. 


|WANT TO 
BE INVOLVED 
IN WHAT 
YOU'RE 
FACING 
RIGHT NOW. 
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WANT TO 


BE... 


ro 
26 
yas 
Oz 
Ze 


YOU THINK 
V 
FACING...? 


we 


f 


a IF YOU WANT 
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SUPPORT 
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AND 
EVERYTHING 
ELSE YOU 
CAN'T TELL 
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...FOLLOW 
MY IN- 
STINCTS... 
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Honorifics 

In Japan, people are usually addressed by their name followed by a suffix. 
The suffix shows familiarity or respect, depending on the relationship. 
Male (familiar): first or last name + kun 

Female (familiar): first or last name + chan 

Adult (polite): last name + san 

Upperclassman (polite): last name + senpai 

Teacher or professional: last name + sensei 


Close friends or lovers: first name only, no suffix 


Nana-chan vs. Nana-san 
Nanami’s nickname is “Nana-chan.” Yano’s ex-girlfriend 


was a year older, so she was known as “Nana-san.” 


Terms 
“Golden Week’ is a holiday week in Japan that starts in late April or 
early May. 


Men who were given gifts by women on Valentine’s Day give a gift in 


return on White Day, March 14. 


Volume 10... I had aimed to make this 
series under ten volumes, but it’s turned out 
longer. I’m also really surprised that I’ve 


been working on this for four years now. 


~Yuki Obata 


Yuki Obata’s birthday is January 9. Her debut manga, Raindrops, won 
the Shogakukan Shinjin Comics Taisho Kasaku Award in 1998. Her 
current series, We Were There (Bokura ga Ita), won the 50th Shogakukan 
Manga Award and was adapted into an animated television series. She 
likes sweets, coffee, drinking with friends, and scary stories. Her hobby 
is browsing in bookshops. 
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